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On the farm. Farmers harvest tea leaves 2t M panga Tea Farm in Kabarole District on Tuesday. rrotosy ALex asiaga

Farmers demand tea

Role. The tea farmers say they want an
authority to advocate for better regula-
tory policies that would protect them from
exploitation by middlemen.

BY FELIX BASIIME
editorial@ug nationmedia.com

KYENJOJO/KABAROLE. Tea farmers
in Tooro Sub-region are lobbying gov-
ernment to institute an independent
tea regulatory authority to check tea
standards.

The authority, if instituted, would
also advocate for better regulatory
policies that would protect tea farm-
ers from exploitation by middlemen.

Tooro region is the land of tea,
commonly referred to as the ‘Green
Gold’, one of the most delicious and
sought after teas in the world.

Tea is grown in the deep, rich and
well-watered soils that are unique to
the region.

Farmers say middle men pay them
about Shs250 per kilo of green leaf,
which is lower than what factories
pay (between Shs400 and Shs600)
after two weeks. This, the farmers
say, has compromised the quality of
tea since some farmers sell substan-
dard and immature tea leaves toearn
quick cash.

Mr John Kyomya, a tea farmer in
Kyenjojo District, says: “We want
government to help us by forming a
tea regulatory authority so that the
quality of tea supplied to factories
is not compromised mainly by the
middle men.”

He adds: “Because farmers want
quick cash, they end up picking poor
quality tea with grass and other
shrubs and sell it to middlemen.”

The international tea standards
require a farmer to supply tea leaves
while still fresh and without other
plants.

The farmers say although middle-

regulatory authorlty

“The missing

link in the tea
Industry in Teoro
Sub-region is
where farmers

and Investors have
failed to add value
to the processed
tea, packaging and
blending. [Also]
lacking Is a system
to provide Inputs
such as plantlets
and fertilisers ata
subsidized rate,”

KASORO ATWOOKI,
TEAFARMERAND A
BOARD MEMBER OF
MABALE GROWERS'
TEAFACTORY LTDIN
KYENJOJO DISTRICT

leaders in Bus!
proposed tax on mobile money =erices
at apress conference in
Bushenyi on Tuesday,

usiness
and po
henyi District have nm

civil socint

Mr Lee Apollo

Speaking

Iakonge, the executive

director of Westem
Ankole Civil Seciety

Forum, said mobile ser-

vices help rural people to

receive money for food,

men pay in time, they are cheated
because they buy from them cheaply
yet they sell the tea exorbitantly.

President Museveni in 2016 said
his government had set interven-
tions to improve the market of the
Ugandan tea.

Among the interventions, he said,
he had talked to Arab countries to
buy Ugandan tea and promised to
extend subsidies like fertilisers to
farmers.

In Tooro and in the whole of west-
ern Uganda, at least 200,000 people
earn their living by plucking the
green leaves.

They earn between Shsl10,000
and Shs20,000 each on average per
day depending on the kilos one has
plucked.

Farmers and companies pay be-
tween Shsl00 to Shs120 per kilo
of plucked green tea per day from
morning up to midday.

The temperate climate allows tea
to flourish from the lush plantations
as it is harvested throughout the
year.

The tea from the farm is of good

quality, has a soothing and pleasant

taste and is of a rich brown colour.
According to Mr Kasoro Atwooki,
a tea farmer and a board member of
Mabale Growers’ Tea Factory Ltd in
Kyenjojo District, tea is the majority
export from Tooro Sub-region, fol-
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medicine and other necessities, and that taxing the service will see
the common man suffer (Zadock Amanyisa]

briefly
Board rejects head teache

NTUNGAMO: Members of the Board
of Governors of Ruhanga Adventist
Secondary Scheol in Itojo Sub-courity
in Ntungamo District have rejected a
head teacher appointed by Seventh Da
Adventist Church Bishop Bemard Kaku
Bampata. During a meeting yesterday,
beard members accused the Bishop of
ing unilateral decisions in the running c
institution, which has resulted into fin-
mismanagement. The board chairper:
Mr Pertua Murungi said the bishop rej
their decisions on how to revive the pc
managed school. [Elly Katahinga]

Parents worried

KASESE: Parents of pupilsat K
sandara SDA Primary School in Kz
District have decried the poor sant
conditions at the school. Pupils at
school repartedly share a dilapidat
latrine with staff, besides studyin

| poor structures. Howaver, Nir Ral

Kihangala, the Parents Teachers
tion chairperson, attributed the ¢
to parent's failure to support the
Karusandara SDA Primary Sche
of the six government-aided scl
Karusandara Sub-county, with

ment of 326 pupils. [Moris M
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Farmers appeal to govt
overregulatory authorit
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TEA IN
UGANDA

Introduction,
Tea was first
introduced in
Uganda in 1909,
but commercial
cultivation didn't
begin until the |ate
20's,

Decline. Bt iy

the 19705, tea

productions nearly

stopped due to

war, economjc

upheaval, and

the governmant's

expulsion of many
sian-owned toa

estate farmers,

The retur,
In the early
19805, British

usinessman and
entrepreneur.
Mitchel| Cotts
returned to Uganda
and formed the

0 and Mityang
Tea Co.(Tame(co),
aloint ventyre With
the government,
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Production from
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tonnes i 1985
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hy coffee,

lo‘Xﬁdt}ﬂS; has attracted investqr
who have set up six tea factonf
in Kabarole and four in Kyenjo;
districts, while others ha‘{e setu
tea nursery beds as a business t
supply tea plantlets to farmers i
the western region,

Mabale Tea Factory, one .of tn
four factories in Kyenjojo Distric
is an outgrowers-hased plant, 1
is owned by about 3,600 farmers
who are shareholders following

e privatisation of public enter
Drises in Uganda inthe 19905,

About 6,000 tea farmers i
Kyenjojo anq Kabarole districts,
WRo earn between Shs2 million
and Shs3 million monthly de-
Pending on the size of their plan-
tations, supply greeq tea to the

Overproduction
According [0 Ms Sylyig Rwab-

WOgo, a teg farmer in Kyenjojo,
€Y produce moya

e factorieg aroun,
Sume,

Withoyt ahy tea estateg of its
OWn, Mabgle Tea Factory pro-
duces three million ki),
of tea ip tw

tea farmerg at
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